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[bookmark: _Hlk218693005]We are delighted to announce the launch of the prestigious 2026 Metals Industry Apprentice of the Year Competition, sponsored by The Worshipful Company of Tin Plate Workers alias Wire Workers.  The 2 awards, each worth over £1,000  are open to current or recently completed apprenticeships working in metals’ industry companies.  Any apprentice working in a UK industrial business which manufactures/works in metal.

These are the only awards specifically for metals industry apprentices and they offer a major incentive for apprentices as well as excellent publicity opportunities for the Award Winners’ companies. If you have apprentices, please do encourage them to apply.   

The two awards are:
· Career Development Award: designed to encourage and reward exceptional personal development and commitment to career progression.

· Craft Skills Award: designed to encourage and reward the achievement of high level, practical, ‘hands-on', engineering, metallurgy or manufacturing skills.

At the discretion of the judges, Runner-up awards may be granted for either one or both Categories of award. Details of these Runner-up awards and how they are administered will be advised directly to the recipients when the announcement of the award Winners / Runners-up is made by the judging panel.

The judges will be looking for apprentices who have made exceptional progress in developing their knowledge, skills and career in the metals industry; who have made outstanding contribution to their company; and who can demonstrate the greatest development during their apprenticeship. Evidence of “distance travelled”, in terms of individual achievement together with commitment and contribution to the company, will be as important as advanced qualifications or skills.   

Timeline
Closing date for applications  Friday 27th February 2026.  Apprentices should submit their application form  or new for this year a short video answering the same questions (max 5 minutes) with a letter of support from the company.  
Shortlisted applicants will be interviewed at The Cutlers’ Hall, Church Street, Sheffield City Centre, Sheffield S1 1HG on 1st April 2026. 
The two winners will then be invited to receive their awards at the Court Dinner of the Worshipful Company of Tin Plate Workers alias Wire Workers at the prestigious Gray’s Inn, 8 South Square, London WC1R 5ET, on 12th May 2026. A Director of their company will be invited to accompany them. 

I enclose a copy of the application form and an information sheet which explains eligibility criteria and would be grateful if you would circulate them to anyone you think may be interested. For further copies, please contact Angela Taylor, Worshipful Company of Tin Plate Workers alias Wire Workers.  angela@atmsl.co.uk. Please let me know if you would like any further information.

Yours sincerely,


Angela Taylor
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